
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Pet Owner 

You are invited to join our Pet-Tree family! 

We would like to extend a warm invitation to you and your family, to become a part of 
the My Pet-Tree family; the initiative with a much bigger goal than just laying your pet to 
rest in an environmentally friendly manner. 

Your “Tree-in-a-Box” is the perfect way of helping with the grief of losing a pet, as you 
are able to see your pet “grow into a tree”. While your pet will not physically be a tree, 
the remains help nourish the ground that feeds the tree, helping it grow. This gives you 
(and especially your children) the opportunity to reach closure. Just like your pet, these 
seeds, that will later grow into trees, need love and attention to grow and flourish. Your 
family will be able to see the circle-of-life continue, giving an entirely “new life” to the pet 
you have laid to rest.  

Each tree type that we selected for this initiative, can be pruned into a beautiful small 
Bonsai tree, a smaller tree that is kept outside to grow into a small-yard friendly family 
tree or can be left to grow into a big 3m+ tree. The choice is yours.  
All the materials (including the composting process) are eco-friendly and biodegradable. 
The “plastic” packets are compostable too.  

How to plant and care for your Pet-Tree (Bladder-nut): 

1) Mix the compost/soil mixture with 200ml of water. Combine well and let it rest for 24 
hours. 
2) Once the 24 hours have passed, put the compost/soil/water mixture into the provided 
soil pot and press on it to compact it in the pot. It is best to do this bit by bit, rather than 
adding everything at once.  
3) Scratch the seed before you plant it  
4) Poke a hole in the centre of the soil with your forefinger. The hole should be around 5 
cm deep. 
5) Drop 1 seed in the hole and close it with the compost/soil mix. Make sure that the soil 
is nicely compacted. (We recommend that you only use 1 seed and keep the second seed 
as a back-up seed, just in case) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6) Place the pot in an area with full sun. ** Just like pets, these seeds enjoy basking in 
sunlight **  
7) Spray the top layer of the soil with water every day to ensure that it stays moist. The 
soil should not be too wet. No plant food or fertiliser should be added as the compost mix 
is rich enough in minerals to feed the seed and later the tree.  
** Seeds normally germinate readily between 4 and 8 weeks of being planted ** 
8) When the tree is in its active growing stage (when it is around 12 cm long), you can 
tuck your Pet-Tree into its new bed (either in your garden or in a pot, or planter, of your 
choice). Be sure to use soil that does not dry out easily as these trees do not like very dry 
soil. A semi-shaded spot would be perfect for your Pet-Tree. The best time of year to do 
this will be from August to October. You take the tree as is (in its current biodegradable 
bed) tuck it into a nice snug soil bed and cover it. Tuck the tree in deep enough so that its 
current pot is entirely covered. Top it off with a blanket of compost. This would be the 
stage where you decide whether you would like to have your Pet-Tree as a bonsai tree 
or a tree in the garden, as it is easier to “train” and “teach” the tree when it is still young.   

Water your Pet-Tree whenever the soil is dry to the touch, i.e., keep the soil moist. 

If you decide to grow your Pet-Tree in the garden. You can leave it to grow. Remember 
to give it just enough water and lots of love while you watch it grow.  

If you decide to grow your Pet-Tree as a bonsai tree instead, start pruning it and shaping 
it. Bonsai trees are a lot of work, so it is good to remember that you will have to give your 
Pet-Tree extra love and attention if you opt for the bonsai option.   

We trust that you will enjoy this new journey of watching new life emerge from the soil. 
May you remember the happiest moment with your beloved pet as you watch this tree 
grow into something beautiful. If you have any questions or need assistance with your 
Pet-Tree at any point, please do not hesitate to contact us via one of the following:  
     Email: admin@earthpet.co.za 
    Telephone: 022 065 0299 
    WhatsApp: 066 597 4147 
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